CARMEN AGUIRRE WRITING RESUME
carmenaguirre.ca

Core Artist at Vancouver's Electric Company Theatre

Member of CAEA/UBCP/ACTRA/PGC/WGC

Graduate of Studio 58, Langara College, Vancouver

BOOK CREDITS

Mexican Hooker #1 and My Other Roles Since the Revolution (Random House
International/Granta Portobello Publications): Canadian bestseller, Italian bestseller (Nuova
Editrice Berti). Listed as one of the most anticipated books of 2016 by The Globe and Mail, The
Ottawa Citizen, Quill & Quire, and 49'" Shelf. Received rave reviews, landed on The Globe and
Mail's bestseller list a week after publication, nominated for the 2017 BC Book Prize. Named a
best book of 2016 by The National Post and CBC. A 2018 Heather's Pick book.

Something Fierce: Memoirs of a Revolutionary Daughter (Random House
International/Granta Portobello Publications): #1 Canadian bestseller, Italian bestseller (Nuova
Editrice Berti). Also published in Holland (Nijgh & Van Ditmar Publishers) and Finland (Like
Publishing). Winner of CBC's Canada Reads 2012 contest. Nominated for the Hubert Evans
Non-Fiction Prize, the Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction, the B.C. National Award
for Canadian Non-fiction, the New Westminster Secondary School Hyack Teen Read Award,
selected as Book of the Week by BBC Radio in the United Kingdom. Named one of the best
books of 2011 by The Globe and Mail, The National Post, and Quill & Quire. Chosen by The
Tyee as a 2012 summer read. 2012: number one on The Globe and Mail's national bestseller list,
number one on amazon.ca, in the top ten Toronto Star bestseller list, on Canadian Booksellers
Association's bestseller list. Included on CBC's The Great Canadian Reading List: 150 books to
read for Canada 150 (2017).

SELECTED PLAYWRITING CREDITS

Anywhere But Here: Talonbooks (2021). World Premiere at the Vancouver Playhouse in
February 2020, produced by Electric Company Theatre in association with Playwrights Theatre
Centre. Upcoming cross-Canada tour. With two rap pieces co-written with Shad. Dramaturged
by Heidi Taylor. Directed by Juliette Carrillo.

Broken Tailbone: World premiere at The Vancouver East Cultural Centre, 2018, produced by
Toronto’s Nightswimming Theatre. Cross-Canada and Los Angeles (bilingual) tour. Dramaturged
and directed by Brian Quirt.

The Refugee Hotel: Ediciones Teatro Sin Paredes’s Teatro de Las Tres Americas: Escena,
Politica y Ficcion, in translation (Mexico, 2022), excerpted in Smith & Kraus’s Scenes for
Latinx Actors: Voices of the New American Theatre (USA, 2018), Playwrights Canada Press’s
Fronteras Vivientes: Eight Latina/o Canadian Plays (2013), Talonbooks (2010). World premiere
by Alameda Theatre Company and Theatre Passe Muraille, Toronto, 2009. Dramaturged by
Brian Quirt and Guillermo Verdecchia, directed by myself. Winner of The Playwrights' Theatre
Centre Award for Best New Play (Vancouver, 2002), nominated for a Dora Mavor Moore award



for Outstanding New Play (Toronto, 2010), part of the Playwrights’ Guild of Canada’s inaugural
2018 SureFire list, honourable mention in The Kilroys (thekilroys.org/list-2017) in 2017. Five
university productions in Canada and the U.S. since its premiere. Staged reading in translation at
the Museum of Memory and Human Rights in Santiago, Chile.

Blue Box: Talonbooks (2013). World Premiere by Nightswimming Theatre and Neworld
Theatre, 2012, at The Vancouver East Cultural Centre, followed by a cross-Canada tour.
Dramaturged and directed by Brian Quirt.

The Trigger: Excerpted in Smith & Kraus’s Monologues for Latino/a Actors (USA, 2014),
Talonbooks (2008). World premiere by Touchstone Theatre and PuSh International Performing
Arts Festival, 2005, at The Vancouver East Cultural Centre. Dramaturged by Rachel Ditor.
Directed by Katrina Dunn. Nominated for a Jessie Richardson Critics' Choice Award for
Innovation in Theatre (Vancouver) in 2005, BC Bookworld Magazine Staff Pick in 2008. A
University of Montana production since its premiere.

Dona Flor and Her Two Husbands (co-written with Electric Company Theatre, based on the
novel by Jorge Amado): World premiere by The Electric Company and The Vancouver
Playhouse, 2001, at The Vancouver East Cultural Centre. Dramaturged by Bill Dow. Directed by
The Electric Company. Winner of The Alcan Performing Arts Award (Vancouver) in 2000,
nominated for five Jessie Richardson Theatre Awards, winner of two (Vancouver) in 2001.

?QUE PASA with LA RAZA, eh? (co-written with The Latino Theatre Group): Excerpted in
Smith & Kraus’s Monologues for Latino/a Actors (USA, 2014), Blizzard Press (2000). World
premiere by Headlines Theatre Company and The Firehall Arts Centre, 1999, Vancouver.
Dramaturged by Chappelle Jaffe. Directed by myself. Nominated for a Jessie Richardson Theatre
Award for Outstanding Artistic Achievement (Vancouver) in 1999.

Chile Con Carne: Talonbooks (2019. Includes In A Land Called I Don’t’ Remember, ?QUE
PASA with LA RAZA, eh?, and Chile Con Carne), Blizzard Press (2000). World Premiere by
Norte Sur Arts Association of the Americas at Station Street Arts Centre, 1995, Vancouver.
Dramaturged and directed by Guillermo Verdecchia. Seven productions across Canada since its
premiere. Three productions in translation in Venezuela and Chile.

PLAYS IN DEVELOPMENT

Fire Never Dies: The Tina Modotti Project: Currently in development at Electric Company
Theatre. World premiere in the fall of 2025 in Vancouver. Dramaturged by Emma Tibaldo.
Directed by myself.

Medea: Adaptation of Euripides’ classic commissioned by Vancouver’s Rumble Theatre.
Premiere TBD. Dramaturged by Jiv Parasram and Stephen Drover.

The Consent Club: Commissioned by Toronto’s Factory Theatre. Premiere TBD. Adaptation of
Moliere's The Learned Ladies. Dramaturged by Matt McGeachy and ted witzel. Script
consultant: Sunny Drake.



The Many-Headed Hydra: (adaptation of the book by Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker),
2021 seed commission by the Stratford Festival.

SELECTED FILM AND TELEVISION WRITING CREDITS

Something Fierce (feature film in development, co-writer with Dennis Foon): Developed by
Screen Siren Pictures (Vancouver), 2024.

The Chile Project: The Victory is in the Struggle (feature-length documentary in development,
directed by Carlo Proto): Developed by Screen Siren Pictures (Vancouver), 2023.

Da Vinci's Inquest (television series, writing team): Produced by Haddock Entertainment and
CBC, on team of show's final 2004 season.

SELECTED SHORT STORY AND MAGAZINE ARTICLE CREDITS

Allende’s Dream, Pinochet’s Coup and Chile’s Present (essay): The Globe and Mail, 2023
Justice for Pablo Neruda is Justice for Chile (essay): The Globe and Mail, 2023

Solidaridad: Reflections on Repair, Reassemble, and Reunite (essay): Rungh Magazine, 2021
We Are Here Because You Are There (essay): Kulturaustausch Magazine for International
Perspectives (Berlin), 2020

This is Not a Rhetorical Question: Neoliberal Identity Politics in Current Casting Practices
(essay): Howlround Theatre Commons (USA), 2020

Our Lady of San Juan River (short story): Room Magazine, 2016 and 2017

Stephen Galloway is Innocent Until Proven Guilty (essay): Walrus Magazine, 2016

Open Fire (short story): The Irish Times, 2016

“I'm Carmen. Nice to Meet You Again”: Why I Faced My Rapist In Prison (adapted excerpt
from Mexican Hooker #1 and My Other Roles Since the Revolution): The Guardian, 2016
Chapter One of Something Fierce: Memoirs of a Revolutionary Daughter: BRICK magazine
2007.

Exiles on Georgia Street: A Conversation with Isabel Allende (article): The Vancouver Sun
1999.

Multiculturalism in Canada (essay): TIME magazine 1998

We Like Bridges (essay): Aquelarre magazine, 1990

SELECTED LIVE STORYTELLING CREDITS

Carpe Diem: The Moth in Dayton, Ohio, 2019

The Flame: Vancouver, 2018

Leap of Faith: The Moth in Austin, 2017

Voices Carry: The Moth in St. Louis, 2017

Great Escapes: The Moth in Boston, 2017

Between Worlds: The Moth in Vancouver, 2017

EMMA Talks: Messages from Below: Vancouver, 2017

Walrus Talks: Surrey, 2016

Border Crossings: 5 x 15, Indian Summer Festival, Vancouver, 2016



True Stories Told Live: Altered States, Auckland Writers Festival, New Zealand, 2016
The Flame,Vancouver, 2010

AWARDS

2014 Betty Mitchell Award for outstanding performance in The Motherfucker With The Hat
2014 Canadian Hispanic Business Alliance 10 Most Influential Hispanic Canadians

2014 Latincouver Inspirational Latin Award

2012 Langara College Outstanding Alumna Award

2012 CBC Canada Reads winner

2011 UBCP Lorena Gale Woman of Distinction Award

2002 Jessie Richardson/New Play Centre Award for Best New Play in Development, The
Refugee Hotel



